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Outcomes of sub-meeting with ET-OPSLS co-chairs	
  

•  Meeting of opportunity with ET co-chairs, affiliated with S2S 
•  Aim was to further efforts to foster WGSIP-ET collaboration and 

cooperation (R2O, O2R) 
•  ET co-chairs circulated document before meeting describing R2O 

opportunities where WGSIP might contribute to enhancing GPC & LC 
forecast products and services and development of the operational 
forecasting infrastructure 

•  These spanned configuration of forecast systems, development of forecast 
and verification products (issues largely common across time scales) 

•  It was agreed that the operational and research communities would be well 
served by a ET and WGSIP authored review paper 

     (i) drawing on practices and experiences (many unpublished) from  
         research and operational centres bearing on these issues, aimed toward  
         setting out best practices and the state of the science and/or 
     (ii) setting out current exciting scientific challenges in climate prediction 
•  A focused workshop aligned with the next WMO Workshop on Operational 

Climate Prediction in May-June 2018 could facilitate this effort 
•  Some of these issues could be addressed through future WGSIP projects 



Outcomes of sub-meeting with DCPP, GC-NTCP, LC-ADCP	
  

•  Aims were updating current status of groups and ensuring their interacting 
and complementary roles are clearly defined and understood, e.g. 

     - DCPP defines CMIP experiments, hindcast and forecast protocols for LC 
     - LC receives real-time and hindcast data from decadal GPCs in form  
       prescribed by DCPP, makes forecast information available to RCOFs  
       and national met services 
     - GC promotes advancement of decadal forecasting science, 
       develops technical standards for LC products and verification, 
       produces yearly Global Annual to Decadal Climate Update  

•  Mutual awareness improved, e.g. that DCPP includes real time predictions 
so data will be available on ESGF as well as to WMO clients through LC 

•  Growing awareness of potential for decadal predictions to enable 
attribution of recent and near future changes to forced trends vs natural 
variability (C too, once ESMs in use), relevance to Global Stocktake 

•  Discussions continuing at DCPP meeting 



Identified collaborative research opportunities	
  

•  A repeated theme in WGSIP-involved discussions was the ripe opportunity 
to explore a new class of tailored seasonal forecast products 

•  Prediction of occurrence of events within a forecast period, rather than 
seasonal means of temperature, precipitation, etc. 

     - threshold dates: monsoon onset, sea ice advance/retreat, growing  
       season length, etc. 
     - risks (probabilites) of extreme rain, temperatures etc within forecast period 

•  Examples of exploratory R&D encountered during meeting include 
     - forecasts of prolonged cold spell risk for the energy industry (H. Thornton) 
     - plume-based probabilistic forecasts of temperature exceeding harmful  
       threshold, developed with and used by Australian sheep farmers (O. 
Alves) 

•  Requires daily hindcast/forecast data, which is becoming increasingly 
available through C3S, S2S, CHFP, NMME 

•  Developing sector-relevant and understandable products requires 
collaboration with users 



WGSIP business	
  

•  WGSIP 20 tentatively in Spring 2019 (possibly in Moscow, aligned with 
climate prediction school) 

•  Anticipate side meeting(s) of opportunity between participating WGSIP 
members and other groups at Sep 2018 Boulder Conferences 

•  WGSIP SNOWGLACE and Teleconnections projects anticipate winding 
down by WGSIP 20 → ~2 new projects  

•  Proposed new project aiming to “close the gap” between research and 
operations supported by co-chairs 

     - foci would be development of user-relevant products along lines of those  
       on previous slide, providing in usable form  
     - collaborative with WMO Expert Team and possibly other WCRP groups 
     - concept for project will be developed via email and/or conference calls 

•  WGSIP intends generally to make its projects more collaborative across 
groups 



WGSIP feedback on “Strategic Planning  
for the World Climate Research Programme”	
  









•  Currently based on forecast 
monthly/seasonal circulation & 
climate indices + expert opinion 

•  R&D underway to explore skill 
of fully dynamical forecasts to 
make such forecasts 


