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How well have we been doing? 
Winter Forecast Observations 

2009/10 

2010/11 

2011/12 
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Improved UKMO Systems 
Seasonal GloSea5 
Range: 7months 
Model: HadGEM3 
Resolution: N216L85O(0.25) 
Initialisation: daily, NWP 

analysis + ocean analysis 
Method: Full field + bias 

correction 
Sea-ice, stratosphere 
Nov 2012 

Decadal DePreSys 
Range: 10 years 
Model: HadGEM3 
Resolution: N96L85O(1) 
Initialisation: Annual, O-A 

relaxation 
Method: Anomaly 

Initialisation 
Sea-ice, stratosphere 
Dec 2012 
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Improved Atlantic Blocking 

Gulf Stream Bias 

Wly wind bias 

=> Blocking Deficit 

No Gulf Stream Bias 

No Wly wind bias 

=> Good Blocking 

Low Res Model 

High Res Model 

Scaife et al., GRL, 2011 

Blocking Frequency 
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Long range prediction skill of the 
NAO has been low but… 

Seasonal predictions of 
the NAO in latest UKMO 
system 

Seasonal Predictions of individual winter pressure patterns 

Many winters show similarity between ensemble mean and observed anomalies! 

1997 2008 2010 


