
Why invest in Climate Services?                                                            
 
Climate services enhance development opportunities and reduce vulnerability. Climate-
sensitive developing countries stand to gain the most from better climate information but are 
often precisely where climate services are weakest.  The Framework will give priority to 
capacity building in these countries.

Climate services are critical to preparing for climate change. Good management of climatic 
risks today is the foundation for managing the changed climatic risks of tomorrow. Adaptation, 
renewable energy, energy conservation and mitigation actions all depend on good climate 
information and climate services.

Climate services can improve the lives of billions of people. The widespread influence of 
climate and diverse uses of climate information across public policy and business decision 
making means that even small improvements in climate services can leverage enormous 
impacts, saving and improving lives.

The Framework has a unique and powerful mandate to strengthen and mobilize. All those 
with relevant interests - governments, expert organizations and user organizations – back the 
Framework as the means to strengthen existing capacities and achieve synergies and leverage in 
climate services. 
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Background
• Mo#va#on	  for	  climate	  services	  steadily	  developing	  over	  many	  
years

• Ini6a6ves	  have	  emerged	  at	  different	  scales,	  especially
– Na#onal	  climate	  services
– Global	  Framework	  for	  Climate	  Services	  (World	  Climate	  Conference-‐3)
– Sector-‐based	  ini#a#ves	  (WHO,	  CGIAR/CCAFS,	  etc)

• First	  Interna6onal	  Conference	  on	  Climate	  Services	  convened	  in	  
October	  2011:	  	  a	  diverse,	  ac#ve	  and	  invested	  group

• Shared	  vision,	  shared	  understanding	  of	  challenges

• Recogni6on:	  	  community	  is	  not	  benefi6ng	  from	  each	  other’s	  
experience	  and	  learning
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An	  informal,	  
nongovernmental,	  open	  
process
Ac6on,	  and	  prac66oner	  
oriented
Start	  modestly,	  but	  strive	  for	  
a	  valuable	  resource:

repository,	  clearinghouse,	  
marketplace

Organiza6on:	  	  	  	  
	  Coordina#ng	  Group
	  Interna#onal	  office

The	  	  Climate	  Services	  Partnership



–By	  joining	  forces,	  we	  can	  accelerate	  learning,	  develop	  new	  
capaci6es,	  and	  establish	  good	  prac6ces	  of	  benefit	  to	  all

– these	  collabora#ve	  efforts	  can	  contribute	  to	  the	  
implementa6on	  of	  the	  Global	  Framework	  for	  Climate	  
Services

The	  Climate	  Services	  Partnership	  was	  established	  as	  
a	  mechanism	  to	  foster	  this	  collabora8on



The Global Framework for Climate Services
 (GFCS)

To enable society to manage better the risks and 
opportunities arising from climate variability and change, 

especially as they concern those who are most vulnerable to 
climate-related hazards.

 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/gfcs/background_en.php
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What the Framework will do 
                                                           
The GFCS is a global partnership of governments and organizations that 
produce and use climate information and services. It seeks to enable 
researchers and the producers and users of information to join forces to 
improve the quality and quantity of climate services worldwide, particularly 
in developing countries.

Origin of the Framework  
                                                                    
The process for the development of the Framework was set in motion by 
Heads of States and government ministers in 2009 at the World Climate 
Conference-3, and has led to the development of the Implementation Plan. 
The Plan has involved extensive consultative and review processes.



The goals of the GFCS are:

1.Reducing the vulnerability of society to climate-related 
hazards through better provision of climate services;

2.Advancing the key global development goals through 
better provision of climate services;

3.Mainstreaming the use of climate information in 
decision making. Promoting better uptake, 
understanding and awareness of the need for climate 
information and climate services; and demonstrating 
the value of the services in socio-economic, safety and 
sustainability terms;

4.Strengthening the engagement of providers and users 
of climate services. Building relationships between 
providers and users of climate services at both the 
technical and decision-making levels; and 

5.Maximising the utility of existing climate service 
infrastructure. Improving coordination, and 
strengthening and building this infrastructure where 
needed.



• User Interface Platform — provide 
ways for climate service users and 
providers to interact and improve the 
effectiveness of the Framework and its 
climate services

• Climate Services Information System 
— produce and distribute climate data 
and information according to the needs 
of users and to agreed standards

• Observations and Monitoring – develop 
agreements and standards for 
generating necessary climate data.

• Research, Modeling and Prediction — 
harness science capabilities and results 
to meet the needs of climate services

• Capacity Building — support the 
systematic development of the 
institutions, infrastructure and human 
resources needed for effective climate 
services

Components
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Priority areas

• Agriculture and 
Food Security

• Water

• Health

• Disaster Risk 
Reduction

http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_agriculture.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_agriculture.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_agriculture.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_agriculture.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_water.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_water.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_health.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_health.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_humanitarian.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_humanitarian.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_humanitarian.php
http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/applications_humanitarian.php


1. High priority for the needs of 
climate-vulnerable developing 
countries

2. Primary focus is the better access 
and use of climate information by 
users

3. Framework will address needs at 
three spatial scales: global, 
regional and national

4. Climate services must be 
operational and continuously 
updated

8 Guiding Principles

5. Climate information is primarily an 
international public good and 
governments will have a central role in the 
Framework

6. Framework will encourage global, free 
and open exchange of climate-relevant 
data

7. Framework will facilitate and strengthen 
- not duplicate

8. The Framework will be built through 
partnerships



Milestones 
beyond 
extraordinary 
congress 


