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• The ES-DOC project supports the creation, dissemination 

and analysis of documentation describing the entire 

modelling workflow
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• Infrastructure progress

–  Delivered  (Q4 2018 – Q2 2021)

–  Under development  (Q4 2021 – Q2 2022)

• Schedule is behind what was planned

– Hindsight: an ambitious programme of data model 
and software development affected by the real 
world events
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CMIP6 content

• Experiment: 100%

• Simulation & Ensemble:   
0% (→100%)

• Model: 26%

• Machine: 21%

• Performance: 0%

• Conformance: 0% 
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services (access documentation and update errata)

ES-DOC (Earth System Documentation)ES-DOC (Earth System Documentation)

CMIP6 content

• Experiment: 100%

• Simulation & Ensemble:   
0% (→100%)

• Model: 26%

• Machine: 21%

• Performance: 0%

• Conformance: 0% 



The ES-DOC information can be accessed via the “further information URL” that is 
found inside every CMIP6 netCDF data file:

   and from ESGF download sites:

The further_info_url: Collated documentationThe further_info_url: Collated documentation

// global attributes

  :further_info_url = "https://furtherinfo.es-doc.org/CMIP6.IPSL.IPSL-CM6A-LR.abrupt-4xCO2.none.r1i1p1f1" ;



• Ways and means for maintaining the existing ES-DOC infrastructure (document creation and 
publication, web services, software, standards) are being investigated by the IS-ENES3 sustainability 
activity.

• Re-deploying ES-DOC for future projects will easier

• Much less development work would be required,

• Familiarity for creators and users (who are sometimes the same people),

• Some ES-DOC effort, and therefore funding, still required.

• The further_info_URL was an important innovation that should repeated.

• The document creation burden on the modelling groups will still be a concern

• A high coverage of documentation across agreed parts of the project must be a realistic goal,

• User expectations and better services (e.g. comparison, differencing) will be key.
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