
a distributed organization: 
1.  Establish a set of CMIP ongoing model development evaluation and  characterization  
experiments to gain basic information about model performance and sensitivity  (CMIP) 

–  done by most groups as part of the development cycle. 
–  revisited whenever a new model was developed 
–  The basis for the Model Intercomparison Projects  
–  Evolve only slowly (10-15 yr time scales) 
–  CMIP Panel continues to manage the details of these experiments 

2.  Organize sets of experiments to address science questions within the context of the 
WCRP Grand Challenges and AIMES input specific to CMIP6: 

-Systematic biases 
-Response to forcings 
-Variability, predictability and future scenarios 

3.  Around these experiments build CMIP6 with additional, specialized intercomparisons 
(“MIPs”) that would make use of the same standards and infrastructure.  

–  Individual MIPs work with CMIP Panel to coordinate details of experimental design 
and variable lists and etc.;  each MIP would designate which experiments would 
contribute to the CMIP6 science questions and thus target for wider participation of 
many modeling groups, and they could have other specialized experiments for their 
own communities 

–  CMIP Panel has oversight and identifies the elements of the MIP experiments that 
are part of CMIP6 

CMIP6:  Toward understanding past, present and future 
climate 
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1. Interpretation of systematic biases in coupled models 

• WGOMD (forced ocean experiments) 

•  Process outputs 

•  TAMIP/TCMIP 

2. Understanding of the impact of forcings on the climate of the 
20th and 21st century 

•  Radiative Forcing (AMIP type) 

•  Individual Forcings (prescribed concentration of CO2, aerosol, 
ozone? specified land use, solar?) 

Science Foci for CMIP6 
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