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The S2S timescale
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The subseasonal-to-seasonal (S2S) timescale: 
A relatively unexplored predictive timescale

– The S2S timescale – 3-4 weeks (10-30 days) extended range lead 
time – has, until recently, been viewed as a predictive ‘desert’

– Research is now looking for ‘windows of forecast opportunity’ on the S2S 
timescale using teleconnections to known large-scale climate drivers

– However, there is a growing requirement for the employment of S2S 
predictions for a wide range of societal and economic applications 
including forecasts of high-impact events such as flooding and 
heatwaves, streamflow forecasting, and humanitarian planning and 
response to disasters 
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What is ‘longer-range’ forecasting? 
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http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPS/GDPS-Supplement5-AppI-4.html
Seasonal outlook

Short-range forecast
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The S2S timescale:
The S2S project 
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International WWRP-WCRP 

coordinated research on S2S 

predictability and modelling

Goal is to improve the 
accuracy and use of forecasts 
at lead times from 2 weeks to 
2 months

Focus is on science, forecasting 

and applications

New database of S2S 

predictions (hosted at ECMWF 

and CMA) from 11 global 

producing centers – data portals 

are now OPEN:

http://s2sprediction.net/
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http://s2sprediction.net/


The S2S timescale:
The S2S project 
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MJO and rainfall
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Communicating longer-
range predictions
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