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Does the observed drying in recent decades signify an emergence o o :
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century drying trend for which the radiative forcing may be responsible.

Trend (1960-2000) in observed precipitation regressed onto signal

appear to be changing as radiative forcing increases.

There are several mechanisms whereby anthropogenic warming could
potentially cause drying of the region. The first is via changes in the
location or strength of the NAO. It is reasoned that increasing
concentrations of greenhouse gases (GHG) will induce shifts towards
the positive states of the annular modes and the NAO. However,

Y The estimate of the radiatively forced signal in North Atlantic SLP
indicates that a strong positive trend began several decades ago and
will continue through the 21st century.
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