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ABSTRACT :The European Space Agency (ESA) has established the Climate Modelling User Group (CMUG), to ensure that a climate system perspective is at the centre of its Climate Change Initiative
(CCI) programme, and to provide a dedicated forum through which the Earth Observation and Climate Modelling Communities can work closely together. The CMUG is a consortium of European climate
modelling and reanalysis centres whose main purpose is to provide a bridge between the satellite dataset producers and the climate modelling community. The CMUG is actively promoting awareness of
the CCI within the climate modelling community and gathering their detailed requirements for the 13 Essential Climate Variables (ECVs) being generated by the programme. The CMUG Is assessing the
user requirements, data access and product specification established by each team and is also ensuring cross-team coordination to establish consistent data sets and the inclusion uncertainty estimates
across the programme. In addition, the CMUG will provide an independent assessment of the datasets for climate research applications by using them for model validation, assimilation and long term
trend analysis: this will highlight the benefits of the new CCI datasets to the climate modelling community and ensure they are exploited as soon as possible once they are considered suitable for release.
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