The Use of OPeNDAP in web-based Weather
and Climate Tools P N

CIRES
Using OPeNDAP to access/analyze and plot climate data makes available far more data than

one group can reasonably store. Accessing data this way has various issues including
speed, avallability, file storage structure metadata but large benefits.

OPeNDAP Tools

A variety of apps can read files via OPeNDAP. These include
GrADS, NCL, NCO, CDO, IDV... We have chosen NCL for
both the quality of the plots generated as well as the ability to
easily read grib and convert to netCDF. It also has extensive

Project: Set up Web page that plots and Solution: Use OPeNDAP Access to Datasets
analyzes a group of reanalyses datasets and stored elsewhere. Use NCL as the backend

allows users to post results at data processing/plotting code. Test URL:
www.reanalyses.org. http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/cgi-bin/data/
testdap/printpage.nodap.pl

data analysis routines available (regridding, climatologies) as
well as the ability to add more. By standardizing the input
format, 1t 1s far easier to write code that will apply to all the
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