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4447/WCRP/WDAC, Annex I


WCRP Data Advisory Council (WDAC)
Mandate
A combination of climate observations and models are resulting in significant amount of data and information. Research on and development of Earth observing systems, models and field experiments comprise an intrinsic part of WCRP activities and contribute to continuation and expansion of global environmental monitoring. Every WCRP project develops data and information and has a set of observation activities. The WCRP Data Advisory Council (WDAC) will act as a single entry point for all WCRP data, information, and observation activities with its sister programmes, and will coordinate their high-level aspects across the WCRP, ensuring cooperation with main WCRP partners such as GCOS and other observing programmes.  WDAC will work with the WCRP Modelling Advisory Council to promote effective use of observations with models and to address issues related to the coordinated development of data assimilation, reanalysis, Observing System Sensitivity Experiments, and paleoclimatic data and their assessments.
Terms of Reference:
· To serve as a focal point for observations and data in WCRP

· To advise JSC and WCRP Projects on issues pertaining to observations and climate data

· To promote research using sustained observations and data from process studies across the WCRP

· To promote assessment of the adequacy of sustained observations and derived products to support climate research

· To promote assessment of gaps in the global observing system in cooperation with observation programmes

· To promote coordinated assessment and comparison of climate-data products, including those from reanalyzes

· To promote research for continuing improvement in the processing and reprocessing of fundamental climate data records

· To promote development of mechanisms for archival of, access to and analysis of data, and associated meta data, across the research community

· To promote standards for product generation, including global and regional reanalyzes

· To promote scientific development of coupled data assimilation and a coordinated approach to reanalysis across all domains

· To liaise with GCOS, CEOS and CGMS, as required
Meeting schedule:

The Data Council meets annually.  Dates to be chosen by consensus of membership, but likely to be six months out of phase with GCOS Science Steering Committee.
Membership:

Members will be appointed by JSC for a 3-year term with a possibility of two 2-year extensions:
· Chair and vice-chair (both independent)

· Representative from each of the 4 projects  

· Representative from each of the 3 GCOS panels (chairs or their nominees)

· Representative of the WCRP Modeling Advisory Council

· Representative from the Working Group on Regional Climate 

· Representative of IGBP

· Representative of SOLAS 

· Representatives of CEOS and CGMS 

Other international agencies and observations coordinating bodies may participate as observer members of the Council.
Mode of functioning:
The WCRP Data Advisory Council is expected to:

· Communicate regularly by email

· Meet in person, as needed

· Encourage joint meetings of working groups and/or panels to promote communication or to launch focused joint initiatives 

WDAC should have the flexibility and resources to promote action within existing WCRP projects and panels or by appointing limited duration task teams to accomplish its tasks.
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