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WCRP Application Areas
WCRP in OSCAR is currently organized with the following 
application areas:

• CliC
• GEWEX
• CLIVAR
• SPARC
• SOLAS
• Climate Modeling Research

• Some inputs as old as 1998
• Attempt to review them in 2012 …
• Challenge: diversity of our research: global, regional, 

processes, links to services, etc
• Evidence that some of those inputs are used by space 

agencies to justify new mission requirements



Example: climate modeling



Possible approach

1) (GCOS) “Climate Monitoring” – long-term, global, observations of ECVs to 
monitor climate and climate change to underpin assessments such as those of the 
IPCC and providing a baseline understanding of climate change. Nearly all of the 
requirements in the implementation plan fit into this category;
2) (GCOS) “Climate Services” – monitoring to support climate services such as 
adaptation and mitigations. These may be global, regional or national and will 
depend on national priorities, aims and objectives. There are a few terrestrial 
requirements in this category;
3) (WCRP?) “Climate Science” – specific monitoring that meets the needs of 
specific scientific studies such as those of WCRP already in OSCAR which would be 
integrated into this category. None of the requirements from the implementation plan 
would be in this category.

The third application area, climate science, could be the home for the 6 different 
application areas that are currently listed under WCRP.



Questions

1. A new structure of WCRP Application Areas?
2. Level of granularity?
3. Approach to revise inputs? 
4. Who? Via WDAC members?


