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Foreword

The main goal of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’ s (IPCC) co-sponsored
international Cities and Climate Change Science Conference (March 2018, Edmonton,
Canada) and the related CitiesPCC campaign (initiated by the organisations who
partnered with the IPCC in hosting the conference) was to engage the scientific community,
practitioners and policymakers in discussing the next frontier of research focused on the
science of cities and climate change.

We, the conference Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) and Organizing Committee (OC),
are proud to present this Research and Action Agenda on Cities and Climate Change
Science. It aims to inspire climate change research and collaborative scientific efforts
resulting in reference reports and peer-reviewed publications that will inform the IPCC’ s
sixth assessment cycle (2015-2022) and the Special Report on Cities planned for the seventh
assessment cycle. Drawing on a synthesis of the conference outcomes, as well as the parallel
deliberation of experts from the SSC and OC, this agenda presents the key findings as relates
to:six topicalresearch areas; key cross-cuttingissues and knowledge gaps; and approaches
to facilitate the implementation of the Research and Action Agenda on Cities and Climate
Change Science. A report back on the conference and the Research and Action Agenda
was presented to the IPCC during its 48th plenary session on 1st October 15t 2018, in Incheon
Korea.

We invite the science, policy and practice communities to collectively address climate
change in cities by implementing and building on this Research and Action Agenda,
integrating perspectives of their constituencies, and tailoring the findings from our continuing
efforts to understand the climate change challenges and opportunities in different cities.

Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) and Organizing Committee (OC)
Cities and Climate Change Science Conference
(March 2018, Edmonton, Canada)

SSC Co-chairs: Shobhakar Dhakal, Seth Schultz, Diana Urge-Vorsatz. SSC Members: Xuemei
Bai, Aliyu Barau, Helen Cleugh, Richard Dawson, Gian Carlo Delgado, David Dodman, Lykke
Leonardson, Valérie Masson-Delmotte, Debra Roberts, Roberto Sanchez, Cynthia Rosenzweig,
Karen Seto, William Solecki, Maryke van Staden, Megan Melamed.

OC Co-chairs: Sarah Cicchini, Emmanuelle Pinault, Julie Greenwalt. OC Members: Anne-Helene
Prieur-Richard, Yunus Arikan, Mxolisi Shongwe, Sarah Connors, Bard Rama, Minal Pathak, Jessica
Epsey, Natalene Poisson, Pierre Boileau, Marcus Mayr, Boram Lee.



Message from his worship Mayor Don Iveson

Our city hasbeen a gathering place for thousands of years of civilization,
a place where diverse groups have come together to trade, share
ideas and learn from one another. Edmonton was honoured to host
the inaugural Cities and Climate Change Science Conference as a
continuation of this legacy, bringing together local leaders, global
organizations and scientific experts to explore the challenges of
climate change. This was a conference of many firsts — the first time
the scientific community focused its attention on the role of cities in
€dm°nt°n combating climate change, the first time cities and city networks
gathered with technical experts to align climate efforts, and the first

concrete example of the multi-level collaboration enshrined in the
Paris Agreement.

Cities are where innovation and progress happen. As hotbeds of research and collaboration, they
are uniquely positioned to tackle the ever-evolving challenges of climate change. The conversations
and presentations at the conference were essential to the development of the Research and
Action Agenda on Cities and Climate Change Science that identifies the knowledge required and
approaches to delivering on the research needed to help keep the City of Edmonton, as well as
communities around the world, focused on our efforts to address climate change.

Municipalities must commit to a new kind of partnership with the scientific community — a partnership
based on data, research and innovation — to guide investment and policy decisions. One of the
most important outcomes from the Conference was the Edmonton Declaration — a city focused
document that reaffirms the importance of science-based policy and decision making. It recognizes
that powerful change is possible through the unified and consistent efforts of government, businesses
and the scientific community. Inresponse, the City of Edmonton launched a Research Grant Program
in 2019. Submissions in this first year were tailored to key knowledge gaps identified in the Research
and Action Agenda.

The results of this work will advance Edmonton’ s understanding of risks, challenges and potential
solutions as efforts to engage citizens and address climate change mitigation and adaptation
continues. The resulting material will be shared and we are encouraging other jurisdictions to join the
grant program and pursue opportunities to generate and disseminate the knowledge cities need.

I would like to extend a resounding thank you to the Conference Organizing Committee and
Scientific Steering Committee, conference sponsors and supporters from the scientific, practitioners
and policymaking communities who helped to make this inaugural event a resounding success. The
work we do today will have an enduring impact on the future of cities —

and the world.

Don lveson, Mayor
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The Global Research and Action Agenda on Cities and
Climate Change Science showcases the breadth of
knowledge needed to support decision-makers and
urban practitioners to tackle these challenges. Building
on existing knowledge and action, the Agenda aims to
generate greater knowledge in support of practice and
decision-making to address climate change in urban areas.

This is the primary outcome of the Cities and Climate
Change Science Conference (City of Edmonton, Canada,
5-7 March 2018), reported to the 48th Plenary session of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (Incheon,
Korea, October 2018).



