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The main goals of My Climate Risk

To develop and mainstream a bottom-up approach to 
climate risk, starting from the decision context and scale, 

bringing in knowledge from across the breadth of the WCRP 

Our challenge in MCR is how to develop robust methodologies that 
do this in a way that empowers local communities and can challenge 

the apparent 'objectivity' of top-down approaches (cf. Rodrigues & 
Shepherd 2022 PNAS Nexus)



The main goals of My Climate Risk
This structure means that 
most of MCR science is 

Global South defined and 
led, by construction

This will be a legacy for the 
WCRP community

Our challenge in MCR is to 
build a self-sustaining 
mycorrhizal network

To build an ecosystem of 
communities of practice, 

especially in the Global 
South

It also provides a resilient 
structure in a low-funding and 
politically unstable environment



How we work (mostly virtually)
Our network of 'regional hubs’ 

Our interactions 
with other parts 
of WCRP mainly 
occur through the 
appropriate hubs  



How we work (mostly virtually)

As of May 2025, see updated list at https://www.wcrp-climate.org/mcr-hubs



How we work (mostly virtually)
Philosophy Working 
Group 
ü To help establish the epistemic 

foundation of bottom-up 
approaches

ü Is starting by developing a 
dialogue between philosophers 
and climate scientists through a 
reading group

ü May also develop pedagogical 
materials with the Education WG

Early Career 
Researcher Group 
ü To provide an entry point 

into MCR for ECRs who 
are not affiliated with a 
hub

ü Will help develop MCR 
methodologies, in 
collaboration with external 
partners (Red Cross/Red 
Crescent Climate Centre, 
BASE Initiative)

Education Working 
Group 
ü To share or develop 

training materials 
between the hubs and 
strengthen linkages with 
the WCRP Academy

ü Webinars to gain an 
understanding of what it 
means to decolonise 
climate science and 
education



Key highlights for the Joint Scientific Committee
Example of a recent MCR activity:

Webinar and workshop from the MCR 
Education Working Group, jointly hosted 
by the Manila and Cape Town hubs

Ø  See also the MCR report to JSC-46

A record of all outward-facing online activities, 
including many recordings, is available at 
https://www.wcrp-climate.org/mcr-events-
opportunities



Key highlights for the Joint Scientific Committee

ü In the process of 
collecting article 
proposals

üOpen for 
submissions through 
the end of 2026

üArticle Processing 
Charges waived for 
submissions  
received in 2025



Future plans and priorities
Several in-person activities planned for late 2025/early 2026

Activities in Brazil around COP30 
(still under development)

An ECR-led Summer School in the 
South Asia/Indo-Pacific region (led 
by the IITM hub)

A proposed workshop at ISSI in 
Bern on 'Opening up Earth 
Observations for climate 
adaptation’

A joint workshop 
between the MCR 
Philosophy Working 
Group and an ad hoc 
'Ethics in Climate 
Adaptation Research' 
research community, 
broadly mirroring 
workshops in Bern 
and Paris in October 
2024, to be held in 
Kenya (led by the 
ICPAC hub)



Suggestions, issues or challenges

Although we mostly work virtually, opportunities 
for in-person meetings are invaluable for 
helping to strengthen our mycorrhizal network

An internal WCRP communication platform will 
help strengthen collaboration across MCR

The rapidly changing international landscape 
is increasing the importance of decentralized, 
bottom-up approaches to climate risk 
management at the local scale

After trying several formats for our semi-
annual General Assemblies, we seem to 
have settled on one (2-hour sessions with 
no slides, across three different time zones)

− GA Reports are publicly available on the 
MCR web site

MCR hubs are proving to be a useful vehicle for 
entraining a new generation of Global South 
scientists into other WCRP activities



Thank You

www.wcrp-climate.org


