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The origins, evolution and achievements of atmospheric reanalysis will be reviewed. Emphasis will be
placed on some of the challenges that have been encountered, illustrating where significant progress
has been made and discussing issues, longer-standing and emerging, that remain to be satisfactorily
addressed. The talk will cover some specific aspects of the performance of reanalysis systems and
will present examples of the complementary and interacting roles of comprehensive reanalysis and
the development of instrument-specific datasets and products. Broader institutional matters, including
international coordination, will also be discussed.
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